
West Haven Springs
Into Action

The City of West Haven (CT) partnership has

sprung into action with plans to achieve $500,000

in annual savings with a $3 million investment in

efficiency improvements to City schools,municipal

buildings and public housing units. The first phase,

which addressed lighting upgrades to athletic

facilities in seven schools,has been completed. The

investment of $141,000 in high-efficiency

fluorescent lighting and high-pressure sodium and

metal halide upgrades to gymnasiums and

swimming pools facilities in six City schools will

yield annual savings of $34,000,according to

partnership leader Abdul Quadir,City Engineer for

West Haven. The City of West Haven partnership

has entered into a performance contract to fund the

improvements.

The partnership will undertake lighting retrofits

and mechanical systems upgrades to all 13 schools,

which represent 1 million square feet,this summer.

It is presently working on lighting and mechanical

upgrades to four municipal buildings representing

200,000 square feet. As part of its work with the

West Haven Public Housing Authority,the

partnership is testing a boiler control device that

can achieve 10 to 20 percent energy savings in

more than 600 City-owned housing units.

For more information, contact Abdul Quadir 

at (203) 937-3575.

Earth Day Looks to 
the New Millennium

Many of us turn our attention to Earth Day this time of year and it’s not too early to

begin thinking about April 22,2000. On Earth Day 2000,millions of people will gather

to demonstrate their commitment to building a cleaner,more sustainable planet,a goal

shared by the Rebuild America program. Given the Rebuild America mission to save

energy and benefit the environment,it is wholly appropriate that Rebuild partnerships

across the nation join local Earth Day campaigns. What better way to send the

message that energy efficiency saves money,creates jobs and promotes economic

growth,while protecting the environment?  

Earth Day Is Established
The first Earth Day, April 22,1970,drew together more than 20 million people who

demanded that their leaders and fellow citizens begin to address our nation ’s

deepening environmental crisis. Among the participants in the first Earth Day were

10,000 K-12 schools,2,000 colleges,and 1,000 communities,making it the largest

grassroots demonstration in U.S.history.

On April 22,1990,20 years after Earth Day was founded,nearly 200 million people

from 141 nations participated in the first International Earth Day. Here in the U.S.,

approximately 70 million citizens took part in 40,000 events,including a huge

gathering in New York City and on the Capitol Mall in Washington,DC.

What Partnerships Can Do for Earth Day 2000
There are many ways for Rebuild America partnerships to get started with planning

activities for Earth Day 2000:

■ Call local environmental groups to find out what they are planning and how

Rebuild America partnerships might join in.

■ Set up Rebuild America exhibits in local libraries,schools,supermarkets and

other businesses.

■ Send information about local Rebuild America partnerships to local officials,

business and economic development organizations and media,with a cover

letter highlighting the connection between Earth Day and Rebuild America

activities.

■ Check local newspaper “events”columns and web sites for Earth Day activities

and then participate in,or exhibit at,those events.

■ Launch a “year of environmental action”campaign,culminating with Earth Day

2000 activities.

Many national organizations have started planning the Earth Day 2000 campaign,

including the Earth Day Network that is chaired by Denis Hays. Hays and Senator

Gaylord Nelsonwere the organizers of the first Earth Day event. Hays has set up an

energy coalition to craft clean energy legislation to serve as a centerpiece for Earth Day

2000.

For more information on Earth Day 2000 activities, visit www.earthday.org or

www.earthday.net or call the Earth Day Network at (206) 264-0114.8

Students at Bailey Junior High School in 
West Haven play volleyball under greatly
improved lighting conditions.


