
[image: image1.png]



 News and Information
City of Reno

Christopher Good

Public Communication Coordinator

Voice  775.326.6309

Fax  775.321.8324

April 20, 2000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CITY RECEIVES AWARD FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION

Rebuild America, a program of the U.S. Department of Energy, will officially recognize the City of Reno’s successful efforts to retrofit facilities for energy conservation and renewable energy.  Representatives from Rebuild Nevada will present Certificates of Recognition to Mayor Jeff Griffin and to City of Reno Building Technical Manager Alice Parsons at the Earth Day event in Idlewild Park at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, April 30.

Paul Johnson, Seattle Regional Team Lead for the Department of Energy, says, “The City of Reno is doing a great job demonstrating how investments in a broad array of clean energy technologies can provide tangible benefits to a community.”

The City’s energy retrofit program will save $1.6 million in energy costs over the next 20 years.  Sempra Energy Services, Inc. began work under contract with the City last fall to install new lighting at selected City buildings and park structures, variable drives on hot water pumps, and better technology on heating and cooling systems to be more energy efficient.  The retrofit will also include a new hot water heater at Plumas Gym, to make that system independent from the facility’s heating system.  With the boiler and the hot water tank working independently, energy use will decline.

[Quote from Mayor Griffin today - something like “This program allows us to use energy more efficiently,” said Mayor Jeff Griffin.  “That means we’re conserving energy, which is good in and of itself, but we’re also saving taxpayers money.”]

For example, Idlewild pool had 15 solar panels to help heat the pool and to provide hot water for faucets and showers.  These panels were 17 years old and inefficient.  These have now been replaced by new, more efficient solar panels.

“This really comes down to replacing 60’s technology with modern systems, so we get more bang for our buck,” said Parsons. “When Sempra took the inventory, they looked for 

--more--

energy wasters in the buildings.  They used modern technology to make improvements, and we now realize a cost savings.”
Seven City facilities will also have Energy Management Systems, permitting remote monitoring and control of energy use, and the ability to troubleshoot the building’s mechanical systems from a central location.  A technician can measure the air temperature in a building miles away and determine whether the heater or cooler should be turned on, or shut down the whole system for the evening.  With remote control capability like this, the City expects to see energy costs shrink dramatically over the next 20 years.

Rebuild America is committed to helping communities across America be stronger, cleaner, and more environmentally and economically sound through smarter energy use.  The program starts with building renovation—and expands from there—to include renewable energy, efficient new building design, energy education, and other innovative energy and resource conservation measures in a community.  Ultimately, communities benefit from revitalized neighborhoods and main streets, improved school facilities, better low-income housing, and the positive economic impact brought by keeping local dollars at home.
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