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THE NEED PROJECT WINS NATIONAL ENERGY CHAMPION AWARD

Rebuild America Strategic Partner is Recognized for Commitment to Energy-Efficiency Education

NEW ORLEANS, La. – The National Energy Education Development Project (NEED) has been honored with Rebuild America’s 2002 Energy Champion Award for Strategic Partner of the Year. NEED was recognized for its commitment to Rebuild America’s partnerships that help communities save energy and dollars and stimulate the local economy by making energy-efficiency improvements to buildings.

John Millhone, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Director of Weatherization and Intergovernmental Programs, presented the award to NEED leader Mary Spruill at the 2002 State Energy Program/Rebuild America National Conference in New Orleans on August 1.  

NEED’s state and local programs work with schools to implement energy education programs into curricula.  Each year, NEED conducts hundreds of workshops for teachers and education professionals.  NEED works to ensure that schools receive the necessary resources to teach the science of energy, energy production, energy efficiency and conservation.  By working with school administrators, teachers, parents and students, NEED helps raise the awareness of energy-efficiency opportunities in both school buildings and local communities.

As a Rebuild America strategic partner, NEED works with community partnerships to advance energy efficiency.  For example, NEED collaborated with Rebuild America and EnergySmart Schools on the Illinois EnergySmart Schools program to provide schools with training and curriculum materials on reducing energy costs. 

NEED has incorporated the Rebuild America/EnergySmart Schools program into every one of its 39 state programs.  By introducing the program to new school districts, NEED is helping schools reduce energy costs, exchange technical information and share educational plans. 

About Rebuild America

Rebuild America is a network of more than 465 partnerships that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution and enhancing the quality of life through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1994, Rebuild America serves as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.

[image: image1.jpg]