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TROY NEIGHBORHOODS TO BE DESIGNATED 

ENERGY TARGET ZONE

City’s Commitment to Energy Efficiency Will Enhance Community Development Efforts

Troy, New York –  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Capital/Saratoga Energy $mart Communities, a New York Energy $martSM program administered by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA), and Troy Department of Planning announced today a portion of the city has been designated an “Energy Target Zone”. An Energy Target Zone is a specific geographic area within the given region that could substantially benefit from energy efficiency projects due to economic, social and/or other local circumstances. 
The Energy $mart Communities program uses energy efficiency and renewable energy to contribute to economic growth, community development, and environmental stewardship within the region.  Troy’s Energy Target Zone will overlap the City’s Empire Zone stretching from Hoosick Street to Ida Street, and from Front Street to Burdett Avenue. It will encompass 1,636 residential homes, 698 commercial and industrial properties, and 113 municipal and institutional buildings.  
Community leaders will be meeting in the Troy City Hall, January 24 at 1:30 p.m. to learn more about the program and to begin developing a plan on how to encourage building owners in the designated Energy Target Zone to take advantage of the resources available to them.
-more-

This partnership will help Troy build on other redevelopment efforts in the Empire Zone, such as the Community Development Block grant funding programs. It will also contribute to other community improvement efforts, including Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute’s Community Improvement Division, waterfront revitalization efforts, and the affordable housing initiatives of the Troy Rehabilitation and Improvement Program (TRIP) and Troy Architectural Program (TAP). 
Mark DeChiro, the  Capital/Saratoga Energy $mart Coordinator, and leadership organizations in the City of Troy, including the Planning Department, will be matching businesses and homeowners with resources to reduce their energy  costs and make the area more sustainable. The program will offer educational workshops and help building owners take advantage of technical assistance, low-interest loans, and small cash incentives available through NYSERDA’s  programs.   
Mayor Mark Patterson, business owners, and community leaders from TRIP, TAP, Troy Housing Authority, Troy Business Collaborative, Troy Planning and Community Development Department, Troy Business Association, City Council, Commission on Economic Opportunities, and Northeast Health have been invited to kick off the effort.

  For more information, or if you are an area building owner who would like help through this effort, please contact Capital/Saratoga Energy $mart Coordinator, Mark DeChiro at: (518) 432-6400 x 249; (518) 432-1383 (fax); Dechiro@eba-nys.org
-more-

*****


NYSERDA administers New York Energy $martSM programs which are designed to lower electricity costs by encouraging energy efficiency as the State’s electric utilities move to competition.  The programs are available to all electric distribution customers (residential, commercial, institutional, and industrial) of Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation, Consolidated Edison Company of New York, New York State Electric & Gas Corporation, Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, Orange and Rockland Utilities, Inc., and Rochester Gas & Electric Corporation.

All New York Energy $martSM programs are funded by a System Benefits Charge (SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of participating utilities.  NYSERDA, a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and programs under an agreement with the New York State Public Service Commission.  

Capital/Saratoga Energy $mart Communities is a NYSERDA New York Energy SmartSM  program under the umbrella of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program. Capital/Saratoga Energy $mart Communities helps meet the energy resource challenges facing commercial and residential building owners through demonstration projects, outreach programs, and by matching energy-related projects with NYSERDA resources. 
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