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NYSERDA’s CENTRAL NEW YORK ENERGY $MART COMMUNITIES BRINGS THE GATEWAY AREA INITIATIVE

Syracuse, New York – The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority’s (NYSERDA) Central New York Energy $mart Communities program is sponsoring the Southside Gateway Energy $mart workshop. The workshop, intended for leaders of the community, will present energy-saving opportunities and resources available to local business and homeowners. The workshop will be held at HUD Next Door, 128 East Jefferson Street, on November 12, 2002 from 9 A.M. to 11 A.M. There is no fee to attend.

The workshop will focus on the financial benefits of improving the energy efficiency of a home or building. Whether the building is a business office or a house, a higher efficiency rating can be achieved through a variety of means including better insulation levels, high-performance windows, energy-efficient lighting and appliances, improved duct systems, and high-efficiency heating and cooling equipment. 

“Governor Pataki has made it a priority for State government to partner with local communities to address energy, economic, and environmental issues,” said William M. Flynn, President of NYSERDA.  “Through our New York Energy $mart Communities program energy improvements can be identified and implemented through financial and technical assistance.”

Such improvements mean more comfortable and safer buildings, as well as a stronger local economy. Energy-efficiency improvements vary according to the type of building, but any building owner or homeowner can apply for NYSERDA’s incentives.  NYSERDA’s programs have saved businesses and homeowners in New York State millions of dollars annually. 

Community leaders invited include representatives from the Chamber of Commerce, the Southeast Gateway Community Development Corporation, City of Syracuse Department of Community Development, City of Syracuse Department of Economic Development, the County Legislature, City Counselors, Time-Warner Cable, Verizon, Key Bank, the Common Council President, Central New York Community Foundation, Syracuse Model Neighborhood Corporation, Jubilee Homes, Department of Housing and Community Renewal, local ministers, Charter School board of directors, Rotary Club of Syracuse, and the Southside Homeowners Association

“The workshop will bring leaders of the community together for a brainstorming session,” said Jim Gaffey, local coordinator for Central New York Energy $mart Communities. “It will identify and build on the successes of the area by matching people with available resources.” Among those resources are NYSERDA’s cash incentives and low-interest Energy $mart Loan Fund, both of which provide incentives for improving the energy efficiency of a home or building.

Representatives from People’s Equal Action and Community Effort (P.E.A.C.E.) and Niagara Mohawk will be making presentations as well. P.E.A.C.E. provides weatherization services to low-income families. Niagara Mohawk will be presenting its multi-million dollar grant program intended to help existing businesses. 

Central New York Energy $mart Communities is one of seven regions developed through NYSERDA’s New York Energy $mart Communities program. The program falls under the umbrella of the United States Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program. New York Energy $mart Communities, a New York Energy $martSM  program, helps meet the energy resource challenges facing residential and commercial building owners by matching energy-related projects with NYSERDA resources. 

All New York Energy $mart SM  programs are funded by a System Benefits Charge (SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of participating utilities. NYSERDA, a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and programs under an agreement with the Public Service Commission. 

The Gateway Area Initiative workshop will be a valuable tool to inform participants about the resources available to help reduce energy costs and revitalize their community. Money saved is money that can be used to enhance the local economy and benefit Gateway businesses and homeowners. 
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