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Habitat for Humanity-NYC Building Homes


 In Brooklyn That Will Use 30% Less Energy





Blitz Build Showcases First Non-Profit Built Energy Star Labeled Homes in New York City








New York, NY -- On October 11, 2002, Habitat for Humanity -- NYC will showcase its new Energy Star® labeled homes at the Building on Faith Blitz Build as hundreds of volunteers build 20 new homes at Willoughby Avenue between Throop Avenue and Marcus Garvey Boulevard.





Throughout the day on October 11, representatives from NYSERDA (New York State Energy Research and Development Authority) will be at the construction site to give a tour of the energy efficient homes as they are being built and to answer questions about the Energy Star Labeled Homes program.





Habitat for Humanity - NYC formed a partnership with NYSERDA this year to build Energy Star labeled homes that will use 30 percent less energy than conventionally built homes and provide a more comfortable, healthier living environment, while saving the homeowners money.





With assistance from NYSERDA, as well as technical assistance and training from Steven Winter Associates (one of the most respected energy consulting and engineering firms in the country), Habitat for Humanity’s 20-home, new construction project in the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood of Brooklyn will be the first non-profit built Energy Star labeled homes in New York City. 





“We are very excited to have our volunteers upgrade the energy efficiency in these homes”, said Roland Lewis, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity - NYC.  “Our Family Partner homeowners will benefit from lowered energy costs and we all benefit as less energy is wasted. Everybody wins. ”





New York State is one of the nation’s leaders in promoting Energy Star labeled homes. Energy Star labeled homes are nationally recognized for using less energy than conventional new homes. They are built to higher standards for energy efficiency, incorporating the latest proven technologies, advanced building practices, and traditional craftsmanship.





“Any home can be built to the Energy Star guidelines,” said William M. Flynn, President of NYSERDA. “These homes achieve higher efficiency ratings through a variety of means, including better insulation levels, high-performance windows, energy-efficient lighting and appliances, improved duct systems, and high-efficiency heating and cooling equipment.  Providing energy-efficient homes to those in need is part of New York State’s commitment to reducing energy costs for our low-income residents.”





This project brings affordable housing to one of the neediest neighborhoods in New York City. Unlike most other affordable housing in New York City, these new homes are single-family residences, which maximize livability and help stimulate the positive familial and community benefits that come with traditional home ownership. The 20-home, new construction project is taking place on the same block where Habitat built twelve homes in 2000 during the Jimmy Carter Work Project. The area has one of the highest poverty rates in New York City and suffers from an immediate shortage of quality, affordable housing. Taken together, these Habitat homes will have a significant and visible impact on the neighborhood and will help to further redevelopment in the area.





For more information, visit: www.habitat-nyc.org or www.GetEnergy Smart .org or call 1-877-NY-SMART.








About Habitat for Humanity


Habitat for Humanity-NYC currently has over 100 homes completed in New York City, and dozens more under construction.  Habitat works with the City of New York to acquire vacant land and buildings, raises funds and material donations, and annually enlists thousands of volunteers - from corporations as well as houses of worship and community groups - who work side-by-side with future homeowners to complete much needed, affordable new homes.





About NYSERDA


The New York Energy Star Labeled Homes initiative, developed under the New York Energy $martSM program and sponsored by NYSERDA, is designed to help lower energy costs for New Yorkers, reduce energy demand and protect the environment. 





NYSERDA administers New York Energy $martSM programs which are designed to lower electricity costs by encouraging energy efficiency as the State’s electric utilities move to competition.  The programs are available to all electric distribution customers (residential, commercial, institutional, and industrial) of Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation, Consolidated Edison Company of New York, New York State Electric & Gas Corporation, Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, Orange and Rockland Utilities, Inc., and Rochester Gas & Electric Corporation.





All New York Energy $martSM programs are funded by a System Benefits Charge (SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of participating utilities.  NYSERDA, a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and programs under an agreement with the New York State Public Service Commission.  
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