


Energy $mart Communities Program Launched in Finger Lakes


					


	On Thursday, September 18th, Finger Lakes Energy $mart Communities held it’s first partnership meeting in Rochester.  This inaugural meeting was a forum for area citizens, business owners, municipalities, commercial institutions, and not-for-profit organizations to learn more about resources for energy-efficiency improvements.  It was also an opportunity for participants to determine neighborhoods and initiatives in the region that could most benefit from concentrated efforts to increase energy efficiency.  Topics included discussions from how housing can benefit from energy-efficiency measures, to how energy efficiency has been utilized elsewhere in the State in combination with downtown revitalization and business improvement efforts.


	Finger Lakes Energy $mart Communities is one of seven regional programs, supported by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority under the umbrella of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program.  The goal of the initiative is to help communities reduce energy costs by providing technical and financial assistance to targeted areas.  By saving on monthly energy bills and improving the quality of buildings, measures can lead to economic growth, environmental stewardship, and community viability.


	Will Poppe, Finger Lakes Energy $mart Coordinator, has begun to work with community leaders to devise a strategy to reach local building owners and match them with technical and financial resources for energy efficiency improvements.


	For more information on the program, please contact Will Poppe at 585-454-0190 ext. 21 or wpoppe@gflrpc.org.





