ERIE COUNTY PAY STUBS REALLY PAY OFF WITH THE MESSAGE:

“$AVE A WATT, $AVE A LOT”

Approximately 10,600 Erie County employees received the message, “Save a Watt: Save a Lot,” on their pay stubs last month. The intention was to raise awareness about the importance of energy conservation and the benefits that go with it. The message is part of the U.S. Department of Energy’s pollution prevention efforts, and a timely one as winter arrives and energy bills rise.

The message was followed by a Department of Energy weblink (www.eren.doe.gov/consumerinfo/energy_savers/) providing an overview of a home’s energy use and energy-saving tips to follow this winter and throughout the year. Tips include how to properly insulate a home, what kind of water heater to buy, and many others.

The typical U.S. family spends $1300 on energy bills every year, much of which is wasted on inefficient lighting, heating systems, insulation, windows and doors. Western New York Energy $mart Communities, a program of the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA), can further assist homeowners and businesses with making energy-efficiency improvements to their home or building by matching building owners with resources such as technical assistance, cash incentives, and low-interest loans.

The services provided by Energy $mart Communities can help business and home owners meet their energy needs, lower their energy bills, and contribute to a cleaner, healthier environment.

For more information on available resources, contact Isabell Berger, the Western New York Coordinator for New York Energy $mart Communities at 716-858-6430, BERGERI@bflo.co.erie.ny.us. New York Energy $mart Communities is a NYSERDA program under the umbrella of the United States Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program. New York Energy $mart Communities helps meet the energy resource challenges facing residential and commercial building owners by matching energy-related projects with NYSERDA resources.

