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NYSERDA’s SOUTHERN TIER ENERGY $MART COMMUNITIES HOSTS WORKSHOP TO REDUCE OPERATING COSTS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

Endicott, New York – The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority’s (NYSERDA) Southern Tier Energy $mart Communities program will be hosting a workshop on how to improve energy efficiency within a building and reduce operating costs. The workshop, intended for businesses and building owners, will be held at the Village Office, Endicott, on December 7 at 7:00 P.M. There is no fee to attend.

The workshop will focus on the financial benefits of improving the energy efficiency of a building. No prior knowledge of energy efficiency is needed. Case studies will show the benefits of installing energy-efficient lighting, windows, insulation, and heating systems. Such energy-efficiency improvements mean more comfortable and safer buildings, as well as a stronger local economy. 

“Governor Pataki has made it a priority for State government to partner with local communities to address energy, economic, and environmental issues,” said William M. Flynn, President of NYSERDA. “Through our Energy $mart Communities program energy improvements can be identified and implemented through financial and technical assistance.”

The workshop is part of a larger effort to revitalize the community. Local groups, such as Little Italy Endicott and the Washington Avenue Business and Professional Association, have been involved in efforts to beautify the streets and strengthen the economy. 
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The energy-efficiency workshop will contribute to these efforts by assisting local businesses with the financial and technical means to save energy and money. “Energy efficiency is cost-effective because it reduces the overall cost of operating and maintaining a building” said Lynn Cebula, NYSERDA’s Southern Tier Energy $mart Communities Coordinator.

Energy efficiency has other benefits as well. “Energy efficiency makes a building more comfortable” continued Lynn Cebula. It also makes a building safer, more environmentally sound, and can improve building aesthetics. 

To help ease the short-term financial costs of renovating a building with energy-efficient features and appliances, NYSERDA offers low-interest loans and technical assistance. “A nice thing about the Energy $mart Loan Fund is that it can be used for both residential and commercial buildings,” said Lynn Cebula.   

The workshop will be a valuable tool to inform participants about the resources available to help reduce energy costs. Money saved is money that can be used to enhance the local economy and benefit businesses in the Village of Endicott. 

Southern Tier Energy $mart Communities helps meet the energy resource challenges facing residential and commercial building owners through demonstration projects, community outreach programs, and by matching energy-related projects with NYSERDA resources. Southern Tier Energy $mart Communities enhances quality of life by building partnerships to improve building performance and connect people, resources, and ideas with energy solutions. 
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Southern Tier Energy $mart Communities is a NYSERDA New York Energy $mart program under the umbrella of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program. All New York Energy $mart programs are funded by a System Benefits Charge (SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of participating utilities. NYSERDA, a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and programs under an agreement with the Public Service Commission. 

